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The next important year is 1706.   First, the French were
evicted from Italy in consequence of a great battle won
by Eugene near Turin.   Then, in the Netherlands, Marl^
borough won the Eattle of Ramillies.   He was threatening Battle of
the strong fortress of Namur, and the French general had (i*o6>le8
concentrated his forces to protect it.   In the battle which
ensued Maryborough won a victory which he followed up
with such rapidity, that by the end of the year the French
had lost, not only Antwerp and Brussels, but nearly^ the
whole of the Spanish Netherlands.   -
The third success of the Allies in 1106 was won in Spain.
Two years previously the Allies had determined to attempt The war
to putTthe Archduke Charles on the Spanish throne. wAt <i705-6)
first not much was done, but in 1705.^Peterborough captured
Barcelona x by a brilliant feat of arms, and occupied Cata-
lonia and Valencia. In 1706 the Allies under Galway marched
from Portugal and occupied Madrid, whilsLjPeterborough
and his army marched from the .east and effected a junction.
Later in the year^ however, Madrid had to be evacuated,
and the joint army; retreated to Valencia. But the year Jiad
been jo disastrous to Louis X|y, that he offered tenns of
peace that the Allies would have done well to accept.
The jear 17&7 was a set back to the Allies, as Eugene
failed Jn an attempt to invade France, Marlborough could
do nothing in the Netherlands, and in Spain Galway was
severely defeated at Almanza owing to the flight of the
Portuguese contingent, which left the English to contend
against a force three times their number. la the following
year (1708), however, Madhorough won ..another Jjyeat
victory at Oudenarde* which led to thejpractical completion
of tfie jrapture_of the Spanish Netherlands and also to the
1 The evidence for this and other achievements of Peterborough depends
upon the Memoirs of Captain Carleton, which were for long accepted as genuine
by historians, and which were edited in 1809 by Sir Walter Scoit. It was later
proved, however, that these memoirs are fictitious, and that they were written
probably either by Defoe or Swift, and there is good reason for thinking that
the^credit for the capture of Barcelona really belongs to Peterborough's sub-
ordinate officers.